Northern Ohio Division of the 
United States Fencing Association
Executive Committee Meeting Minutes 

April 1, 2007
Present: Chairperson Elizabeth Shillington, Secretary Mary Pozydaev, Armorer William Reith, Bout Committee Chair Katherine Durrell (via phone), Nominating Committee Chair Jim Watson, Public Relations Chair Ginger Scheel, and Members at Large Mark Porter, Cathy Sila.  Guest:  Mike Anderson. 
Absent: Vice Chairman Walter Dragonetti, Treasurer Robert Green, Awards Chair Derek Wilkinson, Youth Development Committee Chair Bill Wood, and Members at Large: Charles Cunningham and Stephanie Steirn.
The meeting held at the Shillington Residence in Shaker Heights was called to order at 7:10 PM. 

Last Meeting’s Minutes

Mary Pozydaev read the minutes of the meeting held March 11, 2007.

Beth wished to clarify the language referring to the congressional representatives under the heading of Nominating Committee.  
A motion was made by Bill to accept the minutes as amended.  Mark Porter second.  All in favor.  Motion carries. 

Chair’s Report
Beth is still working on the new website.
Vice Chair’s Report
Excused.  No report.
Treasurer Report

Bill Reith presented the Treasurer’s Report.  There was a deposit that included $249 profit from Summer National Qualifiers, plus $99.29 from Ginger.  Current Balance:  $8,355.31
Secretary’s Report

No report.
COMMITTEE REPORTS:

ARMORER’S REPORT
Bill indicated he was going to perform an “end of the year inventory”.  Mike Anderson volunteered to assist.  They will take account of all NOD owned equipment.
AUDIT REPORT
No report.
AWARDS CHAIR REPORT
Mr. Wilkinson excused. Bill Reith discussed the “Fencer of the Year” award that has not been presented for 10-15 years.  It was a tradition to recognize a person who contributed to fencing in some remarkable way.  Points play no part in determining winner.  This is an optional award that does not have to be awarded every year.  Beth has the policy/procedure for this award and will bring it to the next meeting.  Bill also talked about the annual picnic which included an outdoor tournament with copper strips secured in the lawn.   
BOUT COMMITTEE CHAIR’S REPORT
Kathy Durrell mailed the forms to those who qualified yesterday.
BUDGET COMMITTEE
No report.

NOMINATING COMMITTEE

Jim mentioned the Committee will remain after the close of this meeting to hold their own meeting.
Jim reviewed the nomination closing date was extended to March 21.  He obtained a current list of members for 2007 and found seven candidates were not currently enrolled in USFA.  He contacted all candidates via email or phone allowing response from them.  Only one responded to verify he did not renew his USFA membership.  Discussing this matter with his committee, they all agreed the only possible option was to remove these seven people from the ballot.  There is no other option.  This left 10 candidates running for Member at Large with 4 running as Congressional Representatives.  Jim noted that some of the members did not have birthdates listed, but they were parents or life members that indicated they would be 18 or over.  Two people did not have addresses. Bill has them and gave them to Jim.  After tonight’s meeting, the Committee members will stuff the ballots and Jim will then post.   All ballots are to be returned to Jim.  Bill discussed his concern with the ballots being returned to Jim.  The possibility of obtaining a post office box for future elections was discussed.  Jim said he was going to publish a list of all voting members on the NOD website indicating who was mailed a ballot as well as who returned their ballot.  Cathy Sila suggested email voting.  This is something that the current By-laws do not permit but will be discussed prior to next election.  A motion was made by Ginger to have all ballots returned to Jim Watson’s home address.  Mark Porter second the motion.  All in favor.  Motion carries.
Beth charged the Nominating Committee to present a method to distinguish neutral place for ballots to be mailed to, perhaps p.o. box with limited access.  Mark Porter said it would cost about $40/year to rent a small box.

 PUBLICITY CHAIR’S REPORT

Ginger reported she has removed the advertisement as discussed at the last meeting.  The minutes are currently published but there is no link.  To be able to see current minutes, you need to click on an old date, then scroll up.  The most recent is on top. 
REFEREE DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE
Bill Reith held his clinic.  Two from Columbus drove up but expected the clinic to be held at the Club and were concerned with knocking on a residence door early on a Sunday, so they returned to Columbus.  Only one person attended the clinic. 
WAYS AND MEANS COMMITTEE

No report

OTHER ITEMS TO REPORT
Bill Reith gave dates of new tournaments to be published on the website. Fees $20 each event.
These tournaments are held at Alcazar Club and Bill will put on AskFred.

April 14 at 2:30 pm – Open mixed Epee

April 20 at 6:30pm – Open mixed Epee

April 28 at 2.30pm – 10, 12, 14 Epee

May 4 at 6:30pm  - Y10 Y12 Foil

May 12 at 2.30pm – D and under Epee

May 18 at 6:30pm   - Open mixed Epee

May 26 at 2.30pm  - Y10, 12, 14 Epee

Beth also reported the following event to be included on the website:

Oberlin is hosting the ‘Barely Passing D and under Epee’ on April 15, 2007.

This event will also be listed on AskFred.
OLD BUSINESS

Beth has not worked on the letter to COD yet, but will forward once it’s completed.
Beth received one comment regarding the calendar she sent to us a few weeks ago.  Bill Wood suggested the Treasurer submit a report at the August meeting.  Beth will include it in the final calendar.

NEW BUSINESS

No new business.
Meeting Adjourned:  8:15pm 

Next Meeting is the Annual Membership Meeting and will be held May 6, 2007 at the home of Beth Shillington at 7 PM.  Ballots will be opened and counted at this meeting.
Minutes respectfully submitted by, 
Mary Pozydaev
Secretary

